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COURT 


By Peter King 





TWAS 11 p.m. in New York. 

A mid-summer _ thunder- 
storm was assaulting the 
streets and buildings. The 
raindrops danced purpose- 
fully on the sidewalk, 
washing away the dirt of the 
summer, the humidity of the 
day, and maybe even the sins 
of mankind. Inside our office, 
voices were raised with anger 
tinged by tiredness. Our 
monthly all-night editorial 
meeting was in progress. 

| peered out the window, 
trying to block out the voices 
behind me. Though | 
concentrated on the sheets of 
rain outside, | still clearly 
heard the voices of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED'S 
staff. “You can’t just drop the 
guy, Gary,” yelled Steve 
Farhood to Gary Morgenstein. 
“Flair deserves to be the 
number one contender. Look 
at the guy's recordthis month!” 

“Yeah, Steve, | know,” 
Gary patiently replied. “But 
67 percent of the guy’s wins 
came in tag team comp. You 
gotta drop him a notch in the 
singles. Look remember 
when...” 
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Dusty stands in center ring, tall and 
proud, the NWA belt around his waist. 
News of Rhodes’ title triumph came 
during an all-night staff meeting. 


Morgy never finished his 
thought. The ringing of the 
telephone cut him off. The 
office grew silent as eyes met 
and eyebrows rose. It was 
very strange for anyone to call 
the office at such a time 
of night. 

“It is long distance, for you 


Peter,”’ said our secretary. | 
lifted the receiver tentatively. 
As | did, the frenzied voice of 
Bill Apter seeped out. 

“Pete, it's happened!” he 
said, excitement blending the 
three words into one. ‘Dusty 
beat Race for the title. He’s 
the new NWA champ.” Just 
to make sure, | asked Bill to 
repeat what he had just said. 
It came out the same. It was 
true. 

We were very fortunate. 
Apter had been assigned to 
cover Harley Race for the 
entire summer. For the past 
few weeks, Bill had been 
sending us reports that Race 
appeared to be slipping. Well, 
on this night he finally fell. 
And he broke his crown in 
the fall. 

When | relayed this 
information to the rest of the 
staff, it was greeted with 
whoops of joy. Except for Dan 
Shocket (who had suddenly 
left the office), we were all 
very happy. 

“May Dusty reign for a 
thousand weeks!” said Stu 
Saks with his rookie fervor. | 
smiled and said | hoped 
Rhodes would be a successful 
champ. 

But fate is a cruel master. 
Often, she will bring a man to 
the gates of paradise only to 
slam them shut in his face. 
For Dusty Rhodes, the next 
four nights were his glimpse 
of paradise. But on the fifth 
night, the bloody Sunday in 
Orlando, his dream was 
shattered by a nightmare only 
too real. 

Our special coverage of 
wrestling’s most historic peak 
begins on page 31. Read it, 
remember it, and save it. 
Nothing like it will ever 
come again. oO 


































































































By Stu Saks 





Arnold “The Golden Boy” Skoaland twists Killer Kowalski’s arm. Skoaland 
frequently wrestled top contenders to help his friend Bruno Sammartino 
prepare for their moves. Kowalski broke Skoaland’s neck and nearly ended 


his career. 
DIDN'T REALLY understand 
what was going on, but I still 
have vague recollections of 
watching wrestling on TV when I 
was very young. I remember that 
my favorite wrestler was known as 
the Golden Boy, Arnold Skoaland 
He was everything I admired in 
an athlete. He small by 
wrestlers’ standards, but he was 
always in shape. Perhaps he was 
never champion, but it was not for 
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was 


lack of trying. He wrestled the top 
contenders in the area day in and 
day out. He knew he would never 
be a superstar. but that never 
limited his desire or enthusiasm. 
He had a friend named Bruno 
Sammartino who was crowned 
WWF champion in 1963. Arnold 
put his body on the line against the 
roughest and toughest rule- 
breakers for the purpose of direct 
scouting for his friend, the 


champion. He might have been 
battered, but he knew exactly what 
each wrestler had to offer before 
Bruno had to defend his title. 

Bruno remained, champion for 
eight years. Arnold made a lot of 
enemies. 

I also remember the wrestler I 
hated the most. His name was 
Killer Kowalski. Killer was the 
number one contender for 

(Continued on page 46) 
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If you wish to contribute to Shocket's mailbag, send your letters to: 
TOP ROPE 


Box 4 
Rockville Centre, N.Y. 
11571 








EFORE ANSWERING THIS 

month’s correspondence, 
I'd like to say something to the 
hundreds of Rick Steamboat 
fans who scrawled so many 
poison pen letters. You people 
certainly are loyal. Stupid, but 
loyal. Wretched Ricky is the 
hollow hero you deserve. | 
know you love him. In the 
future, please put a large red X 
on the back of any envelope 
containing a Rick Steamboat 
letter. That way, | won't have to 
bother reading it before 
throwing the nonsense away. 

Now, onto other matters. 


Dear Dan, 

You claim rulebreakers are so 
much better than scientific 
wrestlers. Well, Mr. Shocket, if 
you'll look in the record book 
you'll find that good guys beat 
bad guys in the long run. 

TONY PITTS 
Juille, Texas 


Dear Tony, 

If it makes you feel better that 
scientific wrestlers eventually 
win one match after repeated 
defeats, then I’d be the last one 
to disturb your fool’s paradise. 


Dear Mr. Shocket. 
lf Jimmy Snuka becomes a 
rulebreaker, all | can say is that 
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Columnist Shocket continues his 
criticism of Rick Steamboat (above). 
By Shocket’s standards, Jimmy 
Snuka (below) is now a winner. 

he lost a fan. Maybe I'm only 
one person, but I’m sure others 
feel my way. 

Snuka was going along just 
fine. He’s a darn good wrestler. 
Why did he have to go so wrong? 

| am really sorry we have lost 
a good wrestler. 

DALE DAVIS 
_ Columbia, 
Dear Mr. Davis, 

The only thing wrestling has 
lost is a chump. Snuka has 
decided to become a winner. 
Someday, if you get smarter, 
you may understand that. 

(Continued on page 48) 






AD DUSTY RHODES held 

onto the NWAchampion- 
ship you would have seen 
some great scientific 
matches. Dusty, who as 
champion was obligated to 
take on Race’s contracted 
matches, would have been in 
line to wrestle Jerry Brisco, 
Mike Graham, Wahoo 
McDaniel, and Mil Mascaras. 
| know as a reporter | am 
supposed to be impartial, but! 
really have to say I’m sorry 
Rhodes didn’t keep the title if 
only for the opportunity to see 
those matches. 

Jimmy Snuka has taken the 
United States championship 
in a tournament in the 
Carolinas (Ric Flair vacated 
the title). Snuka’s manager, 
“Nature Boy’ Buddy Rogers, 
says this belt is just a stepping 
stone to the world title 
for Jimmy. 

Another major champion- 
ship is held by one of the 
sport's most hated men. Killer 
Karl Kox has won the Georgia 
heavyweight championship. 
Kox refused to talk to anyone 
on the staff of PWI as did his 
manager Bobby Heenan 
(regarding the title or 
anything else). They claim we 
do too many stories on 
Tommy Rich, Mr. Wrestling II, 
and other scientific grapplers. 
He does not want to be a part 
of any publication that 
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With Bill Apter 


Dusty Rhodes points to the NWA championship he won from Harley Race. 
Harley regained the title five days later. Had Dusty remained champion he 
would have wrestled many of the sport’s great scientific stars. 


“caters to those creeps,”’ as 
he says. 

Here’s a good question for 
you: Why haven't the Valiant 
Brothers defended their 
championship in Madison 
Square Garden as yet? 

Greg Gagne is not at all 
happy that his father has 
made his tag team partner- 
ship with Mad Dog Vachon a 
permanent one. 

“Nachon’s track record 
shows that he has turned on 
more partners than anyone 
else in pro wrestling,” Greg 
says. “| would hate to see my 
father get hurt in a tag team 
match by his own partner, but 


|-feel it will happen one day. 
Be careful, Dad!” 

Ray Stevens has invaded 
Florida and so far it appears 
that he is a fan favorite. Ray 
has been teaming with Sweet 
Brown Sugar on occasion and 
plans to use his “bombs 
away” on the state’s rule- 
breakers (let's see how long 
that lasts). 

Mike Sharpe won a $5,000 
battle royal in’ Oklahoma. 
Mike is continuing to better 
himself match after match. 
He’s quickly working his way 
into top matches in the 
territory. 

(Continued on page 50) 
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FLAIR NO LONGER 
U.S. CHAMPION 


Ric Flair has abdicated his 
cherished United States 
heavyweight crown. The new 
champion is Jimmy Snuka, 
who won: the title in an 
elimination tournament. Flair 
wants to spend more time on 
defending the NWA tag team 
title he shares with Blackjack 
Mulligan. Strange how Flair 
and Mulligan have resumed 
their ‘friendship.’ After 
Mulligan disdained rulebreaking 
and wrestled within the rules, 
Flair was his harshest critic. 
Flair’s abusive volleys created 
much hatred between them. 
However, wrestling has a way 
of making strange bedfellows, 
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- FOR A WHILE! 


with or without clean sheets. 
For now, Flair and Mulligan, 
who won the belt from Baron 






, | : By Gary Morgenstein | 


The recent events in the 
NWA has jolted wrestling. 
Dusty Rhodes’ victory over 
long-time champ Harley Race, 
followed by the stunning defeat 
to Race several days later, has 
all the elements of a mystery 
Novel. Still to be learned is 
Terry Funk's puzzling role. 


Also, Dick Murdoch claims 
responsibility for Race’s loss, 
though he won't specify, A 
broken arm, a broken promise, 
and a broken spirit form the 
foundation of one of this year’s 
most amazing stories. 


Von Raschke and Paul Jones, 
another unlikely duo a year 
ago, are partners. But friends?? 





(Continued on page 52) 





. Inside the ring, Pat Patterson’s ruthless tactics have given him a tarnished 


reputation throughout the wrestling world. Outside the ring, he is not much 
different. A little girl had her only dollar ripped to shreds when she asked 
Patterson for his autograph. 
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BY STEVEN FARHOOD 


NMEN 








HEN MATT BROCK told 
me that I'd be staying 
home this month, | was relieved. 
But after spending a day with 
Pat Patterson, | kind of wish | 
went away. Far away. 
Patterson is a beast 
Realizing he loathed New York 
City, | foolishly volunteered to 
accompany him on a day-long 
sightseeing tour of our great 
metropolis. It ranks with the day 
my dog died as the worst 24 
hours of my life 


ee ™ 


se 





Patterson's chokehold is obvious to 
our photographer's lens, but cleverly 
hidden from the referee. 


! met Patterson at Grand 
Central Station. He was 
exhaling fire. Astute as always, | 
figured he was in a lousy mood. 

“Damn stinkin’ city,” he 
screamed (I guess that’s the 
creep’s way of saying hello). 
“This place is uglier than hell. 
The station and the trains have 
dirt piled on dirt. And the 

(Continued on page 54) 











Harley Race stomps his opponent into the mat. Harley suffered greatly when he 
lost his NWA title, but now he wears the belt once again. 
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1S NAME IS Harley Race. 

For a few short days, he lived 
the nightmarish agony of a non- 
champion, a man without his title, 
a non-person. It hurt Harley. Hurt 
him more than anything he 
ever felt. 

He's tough. Awfully tough. 
When he lost the title, Race didn’t 
flinch. Wouldn't let on. Wouldn't 
rub and give new champion Dusty 
Rhodes the satisfaction. He kept it 
all in. Every pulsating molecule 
exploded inside him. But he 
wouldn't let it show. 

Race had been champ for three 
years, give or take a match or three. 
Three years of daily punishment. 
Three years of brutality, of risking 
his health every damn night for a 
paycheck and the boos of the 
crowd. Many times he wondered if 
it was worth it. 

He wondered when the critics 
put down his title victory over 
Terry Funk in February, 1976, I 
was there. A witness to a stunning 
victory. And I went into the locker 
room and watched Race’s lips 
purse in controlled anger as the 
press airily handled his victory. 

He wouldn't last, the critics said. 
Fans didn't take to Race. He 
wasn't a bad guy. He wasn'ta good 








A weary, bloody Harley Race stumbles back to the dressing room after 
regaining the NWA title from Dusty Rhodes. In all, Harley was separated from 
the belt for five days. 


guy. He's a hardened, calloused 
independent sort who owes 
nothing to no one and wants to 
keep it that way. 

There are no debts piled up in 
someone's locker. No 1OU's with 
Race’s name written at the bottom. 
When he marched around the ring 


and displayed the NWA belt, he 
knew it was his. Race won it with 
his own sweat and blood. No 
favors, No fan encouragement. 
Just an honest man going out and 
doing an honest day's work. 
Unspectacularly 

When you've been champ for so 


long, it becomes natural. You 
accept it. Don’t even think aboutit 
Not Race. He was damn proud of 
what he'd accomplished. He was 
proud to lace his boots on, proud 
to put the belt on, proud to wrestle 
as a free man in a great country. 
Old-fashioned? Well, what do you 
expect from an old-fashioned guy. 

I was there when Dusty Rhodes 
won the NWA title from Harley 
Race. I was there and saw the lips 
pull and the eyes narrow. I saw the 
mist in the dark eyes blinked away. 
1 knew howit hurt. But he wouldn't 
let on. 

He laced his boots back on for 
the re-match several days later. 
No disqualifications. Race against 
Rhodes. He walked down the aisle 
without the belt. He felt naked, but 
not vulnerable. He still had his 
armored pride and the hardened 


fortitude honed on years of 
Spartan discipline. 
Disregard Terry Funk's 


disgusting interference. Disregard 
Dusty Rhodes’ injured alibi. 
Forget the fans. What everyone 
saw that night was a man after a 
prized possession. What they saw 
was a champ. His name is 
Harley Race. 

He’s NWA champion. Again. 
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HOW MUCH 
LONGER 
CAN BOB 
BACKLUND 












Cracks are detectable in Bob Backlund’s championship 
facade. The strain of daily pressure, of barbaric attacks and 
rising fan expectations, are taking their toll on the young 
champion. Even the greatest confront that moment when their 
reign may end. That moment may be near for Backlund 





Bob Backlund has defended his WWF title against the toughest wrestlers in the 
Northeast. Left: Backlund sends Hussein Arab across the ring. Right: Bob lifts 
Pat Patterson off the top turnbuckle and drives him to the mat. 


E’S BEEN ASKED the ques- 
tion so many times before, 
his reply seems to be 
mechanical. How long can Bob 
Backlund be WWF champion? 
The question, at first, made 
Backlund uncomfortable. He 
was very. much aware of the 
“hidden” meaning behind it. It 
served as a point of comparison 
between he and another popular 
young wrestler who became 
WWF champion in 1963 and 
held the title continuously until 
1971. Bob Backlund admires 
Bruno Sammartino. In fact, he 
idolized Sammartino. But he 


doesn't like to be compared 
to Sammartino. 

“That's a heavy load to carry. 
Wouldn't you agree?’’ Backlund 
asked raising his eyebrows. 
“People ask me how long | 
expect to be champion. Whatam 
| supposed to say. Eight years? 
Hey, look at the man who did 
that. It was unquestionably the 
greatest accomplishment in 
sports history. 

“I'm Bob Backlund, not Bruno 
Sammartino,”’ he continued. “'l 
go out there and do the best job! 
can every time | wrestle. | love 
being champion and | will do 


anything | can to remain 
champion, but I’m not a god. 
Think about it. What are the odds 
of holding onto a championship 
for an extended period. Very 
poor. If you wrestle the best 
every day, and you do so as 
champion, eventually even the 
best wrestler will be upset.” 


Backlund’s manager, Arnold : 


Skoaland, is constantly asked to 
compare Backlund and 
Sammartino, since he manages 
both. “l didn't expect Bruno to 
hold onto the belt that long,”’ he 
said, “and to be quite honest, | 

(Continued on page 56) 
















































































































Every month, three reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


will participate in an 


incisive press conference with 


a top wrestling star. 


The questions will be demanding. 
And the answers will reveal 
the innermost thoughts of 


the giants of the sport 




















(This month, Mil Mascaras has 


consented to be the subject of 


PRESS CONFERENCE. Through- 
out his long and distinguished 
career, the masked man_ has 
enjoyed an excellent relationship 
with the press, and the fans, And 
some of his fellow wrestlers. But 
not all of them. Mascaras first 
approached us about doing a 
PRESS CONFERENCE, In his 
characteristic dignity, Mascaras 
said he had many things to talk 
about, some of them quite 
surprising, and wanted the 
opportunity to tell it to his fans 
through our magazine. Editors 
Gary Morgenstein, Steven 
Farhood, and Stu Saks were the 
interviewers.) 
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“Backlund has had to endure an unusually high amount of matches 
with men a couple of levels above caveman. He has been 
subjected to a horribly high number of brutal attacks and betrayals.’’ 











GARY MORGENSTEIN: Mil, 
thanks for coming by, 

MIL MASCARAS: My pleasure, 
Morgy. 

STEVEN FARHOOD: Mil, the 
obvious question is why you so 
eagerly asked for this interview. 
MASCARAS: Well, Steven, I 
want to get a lot of things off my 
chest. There have been many 
shocking incidents in the past few 
months which I wanted to 
comment on. Things like the 
senseless assaults on Bob 
Backlund. The title change in the 
NWA. Rick Steamboat’s peculiar 
behavior and the growing number 
of conversions to rulebreaking. 
STU SAKS: That’s a lot to say. 
MASCARAS: If you don’t mind, 
I'd like to talk about Bob Backlund 
and the WWF title. I think 
Backlund has been unfairly 
criticized, but also has been givena 
light touch by many people, press, 
and wrestlers. 














MORGENSTEIN: That's an 
awful strange statement. 
MASCARAS: I'm sure it is. Let 
me explain. Backlund has had to 
endure an unusually high amount 
of matches with men a couple of 
levels above caveman. He has been 
subjected to a horribly high 
number of brutal attacks and 
betrayals, like Maivia. Yet fellow 
good guys and the press, also the 
fans, give him excessively high 
marks, simply because he is young. 
FARHOOD: Are you saying that 
Backlund is overrated? 
MASCARAS: I'm saying that, 
right now, he is not as good as 
people make him out to be. In time, 
he might become a superstar. But 
not yet. 

SAKS: As a man who has upheld 
the ideals of sportsmanship and 
fair play, what reasons do you offer 
for men like Snuka turning bad? 
MASCARAS: Unfortunately, 
money must be put very high. Men 
















































































‘Someone of Rhodes’ talents had to win a majo 




















































































































eventually. He is formidable. But I will confess some surprise at how 
swiftly Race recaptured the belt. Of course there was a great deal 





do not understand that you have to 
pay your dues before you can get 
the big money and fame. They 
grow easily frustrated and become 
unwilling to put in the long, hard 
hours in the gym. It is much easier 
to use a foreign object than to 
practice a difficult maneuver. They 
take the easy way out. It looks 
good for now. In time, Snuka, 
Jones, and the others will regret 
their decision. 
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of controversy involved.’’ 


MORGENSTEIN: What are your 
feelings about the NWA title 
situation with Dusty Rhodes 
winning the belt, then Harley Race 
regaining it a few days later? 

MASCARAS: I wasn’t surprised. 
Someone of Rhodes’ talents had to 
win a major title eventually. He is 
formidable. But I will confess some 
surprise at how swiftly Race 
recaptured the belt. Of course, 
there was a great deal of 


controversy involved. And like 
others, I have consistently 
underrated Race. Like others, I 
feel foolish. Harley Race is a great 
wrestler and must be accorded his 
just recognition. 

FARHOOD: Mil, any last words? 
MASCARAS: Only a small thank 
you to my many loyal fans. And to 
you distinguished gentlemen for 
having me here today. Oo 



















DUSTY 
RHODES 
WINS THE NWA 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


: 

| HIS WAS THE week that was! 
: An absolutely amazing series 
| of events rocked the wrestling 
; world and: nearly brought all 
| rational predictions to a halt. 






This was the week in which 
Dusty. Rhodes, often the best 
man but never a bridegroom, 
finally put the title belt around 
his waist. Yes, it was Dusty 
Rhodes, NWA champion. 
| But wait! Harley Race was 
: determined to make Rhodes’ 
reign a brief one. Amid murky 
rumors, allegations and counter- 
claims, Rhodes’ title reign was 
: meteoric. 
Was Harley Race just off one 
: night? Or was this the 
culmination of years of 
strenuous effort by the 
American Dream? What was 
Terry Funk’s role in this? Why did 
he enter the ring and attack 
Dusty Rhodes? Did Funk act on 
his own volition, or at the 
command of another principal? 
Was it Race? Or was Harley 
Race’s anger at Funk’s blatant 
interference genuine? 
This is the sort of week with a 


a ae Bs 
long life expectancy. The W 

repercussions will be felt for 

many years. Like a dormant 

| volcano, the unanswered 

| questions will threaten to erupt yu 
| and shatter the tranquility of 

professional wrestling. & 


After years of struggling, years spent in frustrated 
pursuit of that cherished title, Dusty Rhodes has done it! 
The week The American Dream captured the NWA title 
from Harley Race was one of the most extraordinary 
periods in modern history 


Less 











BY BILL APTER 


AMPA, Fla.—When I saw 

Harley Race drag himself 
through the ropes at the Fort 
Hesterly Armory, | was shocked. 
Vd heard Harley had absorbed 
quite a beating from Dick 
Murdoch a few days earlier, but! 
wasn’t prepared for the weary 
expression on the NWA 
champions face. 

Honestly, | wasn’t prepared 
for Dusty Rhodes, either. I’ve 
seen him many times and he 
looked superb. Every pore in his 
body pulsed with vitality. If the 
condition of the two men was 
surprising, then the battle was an 
absolute revelation. 

At the opening bell, Rhodes 
seized the offensive. Everything 
Race tries fails, though he 
confuses Rhodes by backing 


away, as if the effort is too much 


Left: the thrill of victory as Rhodes’ 
friends share his joy. Above: The 
agony of defeat. A lonely Harley Race 
now must Contemplate his future. 


oe 


Left: Harley has the advantage. Below: 
Dusty turns things around on his way 
to winning the NWA championship. 


for him. Puzzling when you 
consider the great condition 
Race is usually in. Rhodes uses 
his bionic elbowsmash 
beautifully. Race staggers 
backward, Several times Race 
tries to go over the ropes from 
Rhodes’ elbowsmashes. 
According to NWA rules, 
Rhodes would lose by automatic 
disqualification if he sent Race 
over the top rope. But Rhodes 
catches-Race and makes sure he 
stays inside the squared circle. 
By now, the arena is vibrating 
with anticipation. History is 
around the corner. Race draws 
on all his resources and nearly 
knocked Rhodes out with a 
kneedrop. Climbing the ropes 
for what he thinks will be a 
finishing flying headbutt, Race is 
fooled, landing instead on 
Rhodes’ elbow. Three bionic 
elbowsmashes, and it’s over. 


Pandemonium. A new champ!0 



































K EY WEST, Fla.—Even the Big 
Grappler in the Sky gota day 
of rest. Dusty Rhodes deserves 
one. But for a champion, there is 
no such thing as a day of 
complete rest. 

After soaking up a little sun at 
poolside, Rhodes flies into 
Tampa to sign contracts. As NWA 
champions, he is obligated to 
take over Race’s commitments 
to defend the crown. Rhodes 
pals around, joking with people 
in the office, obviously relaxed. 

“I’m the champ and it feels 
mighty good,”, Rhodes said, 
grinning. “Can it stay this 
good forever?” 

I’ve known Rhodes for quite a 
while. Even when he would be at 


Above: A day with friends Sweet 
Brown Sugar, Gordon Solie, and Mike 
Graham. Right: A posing session with 
rookie Manny Fernandez. 


Left: The champion relaxes on the 
terrace of his hotel suite. Above: 
Good friend Jerry Brisco takes a 
breather. with Dusty during a 
training session. 


his happiest, goofing around, 
there’d always be that frustrated, 
almost embittered edge to his 
voice. That’s gone. No matter 
what happens in the future, that 
serrated quality which could 


prick a man’s skin would 
be lacking. 

Maybe it was success. Had to 
be, | guess. Rhodes takes 
naturally to the belt, 

“Hell, Bill, I’ve practiced 
enough in my mind, by myself, 
for long enough,” Rhodes said, 
offering that ever-present smile. 
“Feel like a tremendous weight 
has been lifted. The sweet smell 
of success is mighty fine. Mighty, 


mighty fine.” Oo 





T. PETERSBURG, Fla.-Training 

for a title defense with an 
extra ingredient: it’s against 
arch-enemy Terry Funk. When 
Funk was NWA champ,-Rhodes 
tried to wrest the title from him. 
Without success. Now the belt’s 
on the other waist. 

Rhodes couldn't prepare for 
the type of match that occurred, 
Total brawling. Almost as much 
action outside the ring as inside. 
What was interesting was Funk’s 
unusual reliance on viciousness. 
Terry Funk is notanice guy. He'll 
do anything to win. 

But this night, he seemed to 
want bloodshed, He appeared to 
be after a crippling maneuver of 
some sort. He was scary and 


Above, right, and below: Peak action 
shows how brutal Dusty’s match with 
Terry Funk becomes, 


Left: Dusty snares Funk in a painful 
headlock. Above: The Bionic Elbow is 
right on target. Below: Terry Funkisa 
man who hates Dusty Rhodes. 


puzzling. After the match, in 
which Dusty retained his belt, 
Funk was uncharacteristically 
secretive to reporters. He 
refused comment on the match 
or on Dusty Rhodes as champion. 

What | found interesting was 
Dusty’s reaction. In the past, 
Rhodes would have been 
huffing and puffing in rage. 
However, while angered, he was 
more hurt than anything else. 

“Why would a guy try and hurt 
me?” Rhodes asked, sighing. 
“Jealousy?” 

Little did Dusty Rhodes realize. 
the enormous part Terry Funk 
would play in his life. Tomorrow 
night. 
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ACKSONVILLE, Fla.—This 
J steroon Rhodes ~ wrestled 

jon Muraco in Jacksonville 
under Race’s prior obligation. 
Rhodes lookes superb. He 
retained his title in a wild brawl. 

RLANDO, Fla.—Tonight at 

the Orlando Sports Sta- 
dium Dusty is alone in the ring 
waving to his fans before giving 
challenger Harley Race another 
crack at the title. Dressed in 
street clothes, Terry Funk ran in 
and attacked Rhodes, smashing 
him to the ground with a belt 
buckle. Climbing into the ropes, 
Funk flew off and landed with 
both knees on Rhodes’ right 
arm. Dusty’s scream of pain 
stilled the arena. “My arm, my 
arm,” Rhodes wailed as Race 
entered the ring. Funk said to 
Race, ‘‘Get him, Race. | got the 
title for you.” 

Consummed by hate for Funk 
and disgust at his cowardly 
assault, Race floored Funk with a 
right. Friends of Rhodes came 
into the ring and demanded 








Above: Don Muraco is Dusty’s last 
successful title defense. Right: A 
satisfied Harley Race. He has 
regained the NWA championship 
making him a three-time champion. 








Terry Funk’s cowardly 
behavior. Right: Race finishes off 
Dusty. Below right: A broken armand 




























































































referee Frenchy Bernard cancel 
the match. Though the Briscos 
and Sweet Brown Sugar 
persuaded Bernard to ask NWA 
President Bob Geigel for a 
cancellation (Geigel had come 
to Florida to offer congratu- 
lations to the new champion and 
have Dusty sign contracts for 
upcoming title defenses), Rhodes 
would have none of it. Like the 
true champion he is, Rhodes 
went ahead with the match. 

It was a travesty. Rhodes’ right 
arm, broken below the wrist, 
hung uselessly. Dusty valiantly 
tried to battle, but there was no 
way he could keep his title from 
the clutches of Race. It was just a 
matter of time before Race was 
NWA champion for the third 
time in his career. 

They may have broken Dusty 
Rhodes’ arm. They may have 
broken his heart. But they 
cannot break his spirit. He'll 
always be champion to the little 
girl with the wide eyes. o 











ruev ane OAVING 


Every month, our reporters will compile wrestlers’ most revealing quotes. 
Often catching the grapplers with their guards down, our reporters will 
work endlessly in obtaining interesting quotes on a variety of subjects 








ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 


(Through his interpreter) “There is no one left for me to wrestle. All 
they offer up is warmed-over hunks of meat, like bad food. | 
demand a worthy opponent to test my enormous skills. | want to 
wrestle a man who will not cheat. | wonder if such a wrestler 
lives, except for me.” 


AARLEY 0A CE per ERT 


“woke up and knew something was wrong. | wasn’t champ. 

lt was like a huge hole had been kicked into my gut and my sides 
had sailed right out the window. | wandered around, lost. 

When | won the title back, well, | nearly wept like a baby | was 
so happy.” 


TED DIBLAS £ Dae aE ET, 


“Learning the ropes is one tough chore. Like most young guys, | was 
a little conceited about how good | was. Certain wrestlers 
straightened me out and almost bent my spine in the process. But I'm 
learning. | appreciate how understanding my fans have been. 
Maybe I'll reward them with a title.” 


SORGY HENS } EERSTE 


“Wrestling in Georgia is the same as the AWA. You have lames and 
pansies in Georgia, guys who are afraid of their shadows and 
managers who can’t count up to three, much as there is in the 
AWA. Fortunately for this state, they got me to improve the quality 
of life.” 


(Continued on page 68) 
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By Bill Apter history, Rhodes had won the belt 
five nights earlier in Tampa, 
. Florida. Rhodes made three 
RLANDO, FLA.—Dusty successful enses of the crown. 
Rhodes’ five day reign as FUNK INTERFERES 
NWA champion came to a Race’s title-regaining effort may 
shattering end here as former have been tainted by a pre-match 
champion Harley Race regained incident concerning former NWA 
the belt in a stirring one fall champion Terry Funk, The volatile 
victory. Rhodes’ reign was the Funk attacked Rhodes prior to the 
shortest of any champion in opening bell, breaking Rhodes 
a: iy NWA history. wrist. (For complete details on this 
F 4 é CRAZY WEEK match, see page 36.) With the 
. . belt back for th cea t a 
ferent panel eee After losing his NWA title to Dusty Rhodes in Tampa, he won the belt back for the Racoerpotory ended ope phthe victory, Race becomes NWA 
most turbulent weeks in wrestling champion for a third time. 
feast eyatmnet 


Patterson Dumps 


Backlund Again; 
Charges 
tevatdice 


By Stu Saks 

NEW YORK, N.Y.—Three times 
WWF champion Bob Backlund 
has met Pat Patterson. First time, 
Backlund lost when his cuts would 
not permit him to continue. A 
ferocious double disqualification 
was the result in the secopd bout, 
In their third—and most vicious 
bout, Backlund was counted out 
against Patterson in Madison 
Square Garden, 

But Backlund is still champ. 
And Patterson offers the reason. 


COWARD??? 

“Bob Backlund is a_ gutless 
punk,” Patterson charged. “I've 
whipped him and I deserve the belt. 
He’s afraid to meet me in a no- 
disqualification bout.” 

Backlund has signed to meet 
arch-enemy Patterson in that most 
terrifying of bouts, a steel cage 
match. 

“Patterson spends half the 
match outside the ring,” charged 
Backlund. “He should sell peanuts. 
A cage should keep him where I 
can rip him apart.” 


Injured Bravo Forced To Give Up 
Canadian Title 


Popular Dino Bravo has been forced to relinquish his 


Canadian title because of injuries. 


Gagne and Vachon 


Defend 
Tag Belts 
For 50th Time 


By Dan Shocket 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.-Verne 
Gagne and Mad Dog Vachon hit a 
milestone. Fifty successful 
defenses of their AWA tag 
team title. 

They disposed of Ray Stevens 
and Bobby Duncum in a brawling 
bout which delighted the packed 
house. 


By Steven Farhood 


TORONTO, ONT., CANADA— 
Injuries have done what no man 
could do., They've taken the 
Canadian heavyweight title from 
Dino Bravo. 

“I can’t talk about it,” mumbled 
Bravo moments after the official 
announcement. “I’m too upset.” 

WHO'S NEXT? 

A one-night elimination 
tournament has been established 
to determine a new champion. 
Such names as Ken Patera and 
Rick Steamboat will participate in 
this grueling tourney. 


The “Odd Couple,” Mad Dog Vachon and Verne Gagne made 
their 50th straight AWA title match. 


AROUND 
THE GLOBE 


ATLANTA, Ga. 

Wahoo McDaniel leaves the area 
in protest when recognition of his 
Georgia title is held up by 

the commission + 
DALLAS, Texas 
Bruiser Brodie remains a fan favorite, 
wrestling hated rulebreakers like 
Spoiler and Mark Lewin 
CHARLESTON, S.C. 
Women tag team champions Vicki 
Williams and Joyce Grable success- 
fully defend their newly-won crowns 
FRESNO, Calif. 

The Chavo Guerrero-Victor Rivera 
feud erupts into a series of the 
bloodiest matches ever seen on the 
West Coast 
ST. PAUL, Minn. 

Claiming disgust at AWA competition; 
Bob Duncum says he will go to the 
WWF and challenge for Backlund’ title 


NEW ORLEANS, La, 
Veteran Bill Watts says his greatest 
tag team partner ever is Dusty 
Rhodes. The two are undefeated 
as a team 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. 

Jerry Lawler’s conversion to 
rulebreaking is opposed by Bill 
Dundee and the two meet in a series 
of brutal bouts 


PORTLAND, Ore. 

Fan favorite Stan Stasiak defends his 
Northwest championship against top 
contender Roddy Piper before a 
capacity crowd 

























































































HIS IS A side of Rick Steam- 
boat few people are aware of. 
Certainly no fans know of this. 
Steamboat’s fellow wrestlers 
were shocked when they 
learned this secret. Only his 
closest friends even had an 
inkling of this frightening truth. 

At first, Steamboat refused to 
discuss it. He reacted angrily that 
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anyone would dare bring the 
subject up. But it’s something 
he’s wanted to talk about for a 
very long time: By keeping it in, 
Steamboat only .amplifies the 
tension and threatens to bring 
the problem to an explosive head. 

“Yup, pressure,” Steamboat 
finally acknowledged the 
dreaded word. “‘I feel it’s getting 





THE TORMENTED CONT 


too much for me as a contender. 
|, | have trouble handling things 
lately. I’ve been getting 
disqualified. I’ve been 
fluctuating from one end of the 
spectrum to the other. First | 
feud with Ric Flair. Next thing | 
know, the two of us are 
teaming up. 

“Sometimes it’s as if there are 








VEALED -- 






TENDER 


two Rick Steamboats. Sometimes 
my own decisions surprise me,” 
Steamboat said, sighing. “It’s 
scary, you know. | don’t know 
what to do about this.” 
Steamboat’s entire career has 
been mercurial, volatile, 
unpredictable. His temperament 
reflects his tanned features. 
(Continued on page 62) 










Rick Steamboat holds AWA 
champion Nick Bockwinkel in a 
painful headlock. Steamboat admits 
that he is feeling the affects of the 
pressures of his sport. 


Beneath the 

handsome 

face, the smile 

and sparkling 

eyes, a 

well of 
anguish 

4 batters 

== Rick 

Steamboat’s 

» soul. Even fans 
cannot go to certain 

spots ina man’s 
heart. Some battles 

must be fought 

alone. Steamboat 

fights for his life 










































































































































































Many wonder how Nick Bockwinkel retains his title. What is the 
secret ingredient that holds his empire together? Only Nick 
Bockwinkel could conceive such a grandiose scheme. Only 


Nick Bockwinkel could get two men who both hate him to do 
his bidding 


HE TWIN PILLARS 
porting Nick Bockwinkel’s 
AWA throne are not his strength 
and toughness. Nor are t 
intellect and cunning strategy. The 
stolid piec enabling 
kwinkel to hold onto his crown 
are reluctant beams. 

They are Ray Stevens and Mad 
Dog Vachon. Each man considers 
himself the prime contender for 
Bockwinkel’s title. Each 


man 


has proven himself a ferocious foe 


when they've battled 


A bloodied Mad Dog Vachon chops at 
Ray Stevens. What happens to these 
two superstars when they meet the 
champion, Nick Bockwinkel? 


But when Stevens or Vachon 
le Bockwinkel, they are 
missing some spark, some of the 
ferociousness which characterizes 
their matches. Unless they can 
ustain their intensity against 
Bockwinkel, Nick will reign forever 
What happens to them when 
Bockwinkel is the foe? Why the 
sudden change? 
One ready answer would be that 
a Vachon-Stevens bout so drains 
them of vitality that they've little 
left for Bockwinkel. That is 


plausible, save for one slight 
discrepancy 

Not every Stevens-Vachon 
match is followed by a title bout 
against Bockwinkel. So’much for 
explanation number one 

Explanation number 
equally fragile. Neither 
nor Stevens wants the AWA title 

diy enough. 

lothin’ else in the world quite 

matters to me like winnin’ the title 
from Bockwinkel,” snarls Stevens 


(Continued on page 64) 
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BY STU SAKS 


LANZA 


& 


HEENAN 


most 
igno 


NDER NORMAL CIR- 
CUMSTANCES, theincident 
likely would have been 
red. Friends often have 


squabbles. It doesn’t necessarily 
mean they are turning on each other. 





The incident did not happen 
under normal circumstances, 


however. 
flooding 


Reports have been 
this office about a 








Rumors swirl about the Bobby Heenan-Blackjack 
Lanza relationship. Speculations persist that a 


shocking locker room 


incident has driven an 


enormous wedge between them. Heenan denies 
it. So does Lanza. But what do the facts say? 






=“ 


possible rift between Blackjack 
Lanza and his manager, Bobby 


Heenan. Some rumors were 
obvious exaggerations, some 
were not. 


Occurrences like Lanza not 
defending his manager when the 
referee ordered him away from 


bove). That 
|. Both have 
ker room: 











ringside can easily be misinter- 
preted. Lanza later said that 
Heenan was told by the Georgia 
State Athletic Commission that he 
would not be allowed at ringside 
that night. He said the point was 
argued thoroughly and that it was 
fruitless to rehash the argument in 
the ring. 

Reports that Lanza and Heenan, 





for years the closest of friends, 
have been going their separate 
ways after the matches also should 
not be taken too seriously. Two 
people’s social interests can be 
different without them necessarily 
becoming enemies. 

There are other stories, some 
with possible validity, some quite 
ridiculous. But a telegram 1 
received from one of our most 
reliable correspondents in Atlanta 
(the sender requested his name not 
be revealed) prompted a full-scale 
investigation. “Go down to 
Atlanta and don’t return till you 
have some answers,” my editor 
told me. 

When | arrived, | asked our 
correspondent to repeat his story 
just to make sure Western Union 
had not made a mistake. They had 
not. “Bobby Heenan,” our 
correspondent said, ‘‘was 
attempting to show Blackjack 
Lanza a new grip for the clawhold. 
Heenan told Lanza to grab his 
head and move his fingers into the 
position he described. Blackjack 
apparently applied some pressure 
to the hold and Heenan said, 
‘That's it, Blackjack, you've got it. 
You can let go now.” But Blackjack 
did not let go. Heenan began to 
turn white as he sunk to his knees. 
‘Blackjack, let go already!’ he 
screamed, Finally Lanza released. 
He did not apologize. He just left 
the room.” 

My first step was an obvious 
one. I went to Heenan and Lanza. 
Heenan was reluctant to speak to 
me. “Hey, I don’t need no punk 
rookie writer coming here playing 
investigative reporter,” he shouted. 
“There’s nothing wrong between 
Blackjack and me. Why are you 
people always trying to. stir 
up trouble?” 

But what about the clawhold 
incident? 

“Never happened,” he said. 
“Why would I want to change 
Blackjack’s clawhold? It’s the best 
in the business. You've got your 
answer. Get the hell out of here.” 

(Continued on page 66) 
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1 We have a limited number of BEN STRONG 
WRESTLING back issues available. Due to the 
popular demand for these very special maga- 
zines, we must fill orders on a first come, first 
served basis 
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THE MORE YOU ORDER THE MORE 
YOU SAVE 
Choose From One of These Special Otters 
Offer #1: Any 1 magazine (your choice) $2.00 


Offer #2: Any 2 magazines (your choice) $3.00 
Ofter #3: Any 3 magazines (your choice) $4.00 
Offer #4: Any,4 magazines (your choice) $5.00 
Offer #5: Any 10 magazines (your choice) $10.00 
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Rockville Centre, NY 
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Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
Print your name and address 
clearly. 
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DRESSING ROOM 
CONFIDENTIAL 


(Continued from Page 8) 





Killer Kowalski, probably the most vicious wrestler of this generation, rips at 
the mouth of Baron Scicluna during a match in 1969. 


Sammartino’s crown on several 
He was convinced that 
he was better than Sammartino. 


But he couldn't defeat him. He was 


occasions. 


also convinced that Arnold 
Skoaland was the reason. So 
during a TV match, Kowalski 


brutally assaulted Arnie. He broke 
his neck and put him out of action 
for months. | vividly remember the 
pitiful sight of Arnie, a neck brace 
covering his chin, telling the world 
that he might never wrestle again. 

I asked my father why Kowalski 
did what he did. Why would he try 
to ruin another man’s career, his 
life? And why would anybody want 
to hurt Arnold Skoaland. a man 
who lived a clean life, a man who 
always tried to help those less 
fortunate. My father simply 
shrugged his shoulders and 
lectured about how some people in 
the world are good and some evil. 
The good try to make the world 
better for both good and evil 
people, while the evil live to make 


life miserable for everybody. | told 
him 1 understood what 
Saying, but | didn’t 

1 still don't 

1 do know this. From that day 
on, I have given a great deal of 
thought to the concept of good and 
evil. | may sound like an idealist, 
but | can forsee the day when all 
evil will be eliminated, And I feel | 
am in a position to help 

1 am a professional journalist. I 
was a wrestling fan club president 
as a teenager, a sports editor on my 
college newspaper, and a sports 
reporter for one of the nation’s 
largest newspapers. Now I have 
reached my ultimate goal. | am a 
columnist for a new and growing 
wrestling magazine. 

Wrestling. A sport that 
combines some of the nicest people 
in the world with some of the most 
despicable characters short of 
Sing Sing. 

Wrestling. Where 1 received-my 
first and longest impression of evil. 


he was 


—E———- 
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Wrestling. One segment of life in 
which evil triumphs repeatedly. 

I intend to do my part to make 
some changes. But lintend to work 
only within the framework of the 


journalistic ethics that have been 


drilled into me through my years in 
the profession, 

1 will not hesitate, however, to 
investigate and expose. | am not 
afraid. The typewriter is mightier 
than the fist. | make this appeal to 
you: My success will be partially 
determined by the response I get 
from the fans. The life of an 
investigative reporter is often a 
lonely one. I can spend months 
working on an assignment, taking 
me away from my home and 
friends for great periods of time. 
An encouraging word from you 
now and then would be greatly 
appreciated. 





The doctor will have to listen 
extremely hard to find a heart inside 
Killer Kowalski. 


More importantly, an investi- 
gative reporter needs leads—things 
to investigate. | can only be in one 
place at any given time. If you 
know of any wrong-doing in 
professional wrestling, drop me a 
line and an investigation will be 
started. Send correspondence to: 
Dressing Room Confidential, Box 
48, Rockville Centre, N.Y. 11571. 

Together, a lot can be 
accomplished: 




















ADULTS! FINISH 


HIGH SCHOOL 


AT HOME-SPARETIME! 


Study at Home, No Class- 
rooms, Set Your Own Pace, 
Wide Choice of Subjects to Fit 
Your Interests, Credit for 


Subjects Finished Earlier, Low 
Cost, Easy Payments, No 
Salesman will call on You, 
Ever. 








Join more than 150,000 men and women like you who 
have been graduated from American School since 1946 


You'll enjoy finishing high schoo! with this 
adult-oriented “class of one” method. Since 
1897, over 2,000,000 men and women have 
enrolied with us, since 1946 alone over 150,000 
have graduated from our high school program 


Whatever the reason you did not finish your 
high school, you'll find the “’schoo! of the 
second chance’” - American School — can help 
you to succeed, at your Own pace, in the 
privacy of your home. 

We offer @ hundred subjects, including such as 
auto mechanics, oceanography, typing and 


TELEPHONE 
FREE DAY OR 
NIGHT FOR 
FASTER SERVICE 


1 800-621-5809 
FROM ILLINOIS: 
800 621-972-5858 










NAME 
ADDRESS 


CERTIFICATE AWARDED 
ORIENTAL, SECRETS 


UNBEATABLE FIGHTING POWER oe 


KEW EShE grupr ig > 


YOUR OWN SRuae Fessons 
LEARN SECRETL’ HOME 
BLACK BELT INSTRUCTORS 


2 Free Bonus Gifts 


For Details and Color Brochure 
Send 25¢ for Postage and Handling 


NEW ORIENT 
KARATE SCHOOL \ 
Dept. VS2, Box 5 Avon, N.J. 077176 
Act Now — Anyone Can Learn 


ANY PERSON 


in one minute! 
NO LESSONS! NO TALENT! 


New Amazing Inven(tor 





Artist's Conception 
NORTON PRODUCTS | 


Dept. 101, P.0. Ber 274 COD 
New Rochelle, NY 10804 


CITY, STATE & ZIP 
TELEPHONE ( 
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secretarial, art, or home decoration, so that you 
can “tailor your course to your own interests 
and needs. 

Too, we give you full credit for any subjects you 
satisfactorily completed in high school 

Do mail the coupon — or telephone tree — to- 
day and let us mail your information on our 
Accreditations, Diploma, special home study 
method, low tuition, down payment and month- 
ly payments without interest 

AMERICAN SCHOOL Dept. 00000 

850 E. 58th St., Chicago, IL 60637 
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American School, Dept. 11190 

850 E. 58th St., Chicago, IL 60637 
Please rush me information on American School 
high schoo! course, accreditation, diploma, low tu- 
ition cost. No salesman is to call 
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100 SKINNY? 


Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


A NEW SHAPE 
—~ IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


You can turn skin and bones into powerful 
muscles. Now add the weight you need to build 
those powerful muscles in 30 days. How? Simply 
take one-a-day HERCUPLAN tablets with our 
scientifically prescribed meals, Don't let poor 
eating habits rob you of a powerfully appealing 
body. 30 day HERCUPLAN Program must work 
for you, too, or simply return the HERCUPLAN 
label for full refund. Complete 30-day 
HERCUPLAN Program is now only $5.95. 
Special 60-day supply only $11.98, Send to: 
RUSH Industries, Inc., Dept. HU79A 
300 Park Ave. South, New York, N.Y. 10010. 
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MEN... WOMEN 
SAUNA SLIM SUIT 

WORKS IN MINUTES 

TO MELT INCHES OFF! 


Join the Slim Set Today Lose 
inches quickly and elfortiessiy 
Sauna Slim Suit works like a 








while yOu WOrk Of just 
xing Sauna Slim Suit 


receive our unique slim 
guide absolutely ree Start los 
ng inches instead of time 
Order today. One size its al 
Only $896. Special 2 tor $17 98 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Send to: Rush Industries, Inc. 
Dept. HA79C, 200 Park ave. South 77 FE 
New York. N'Y. 10010 “ 








































































































DR. A. S. MAKES HIS PATIENTS 


SEVERAL 
INCHES 


TALLER 





3 Important Volumes 
Vol. | Case & Medical Histories. . $5,00 
Vol, 1 =Vitarnins, Glands & Growth: Te 00 
Vol. Hi —Exercises & Movements. $5.00 


ACT NOW! 
Or ~ get all THREE for just $12.00 


Physical Culture Products, 
Dept. vsT-31, Box 1548 
Pompano Beach, Fla. 33060 


Start instantly to oe you Sledge Hammer 
Striking Power and Strength. “Hammer Fists’ 
‘weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you 
can wear them anytime at work or play, 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
by day’ your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing “Hammer Fists” give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says "I can take 
care of myself.” 


WARNING "Hammer Fists” are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms, They should not be 
worn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
Contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 
the danger of serious injury to an opponent. 


Order “Hammer Fists’ power packed weighted 
wristband. Use for 10 days. If you don't see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
‘strength of your arms; if you don't instantly fee! more 

wertul, more masculine, more capable. more 
ReaneneYou can return it for refund of the full pur- 
ore 49 ns 3 “ 98 mor T5¢ ce for 
one. plus shipping for two) 

jammer Fist” div. Gatna Co., Inc. Dept. 26423 
14 Sutfok Stret, Freeport it 11820 















OFF THE TOP ROPE 


(Continued from Page 10) 


Dear Mr. Shocket, 
| want to thank you for saying 
good things about Ivan Koloff, 
Ric Flair, Ken Patera, and all the 
other “rulebreakers.” | hate little 
babies like Ricky Steamboat, 
Bruno Sammartino, and the 
whining baby, Tommy Rich. If 
Bobby Heenan did hit the AWA 
president over the head, he 
deserved it. 
Flair is my favorite. | love to 
see him smash Steamboat 
DANNY MILLER 
Jackson, Ohio 


Dear Danny, 
If there were more fans like 





you, wrestling would be the 
great sport it deserves to be. 


Dear Mr. Shocket, 

Thank you for sticking up for 
Harley Race. All the other fans 
boo him. 

Wrestlers like Bob Backlund 
and Wahoo McDaniel say 
they're better than Harley. Well, 
all they have to do is beat him. 

BRITT McKENZIE 
Decatur, Tenn. 
Dear Britt, 

Harley Race doesn’t need 
anyone to stick up for him. He 
does a good job for himself. 
Besides, talk and wrestlers like 
Bob Backlund are cheap. 


Dan Shocket has said many kind things about Ric Flair through the years. 
According to Shocket, if more people liked men like Patera, Koloff, and 
Valentine, wrestling would be a better sport. 





THE OFFER OFA 
LIFETIME 


PICTURE 
PACKETS OF 
 WRESTLING’S | 

GREATEST | 
SUPERSTARS [yy 
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10 PICTURES 









Wrestling fans, here is the opportunity you have been waiting for! Now YOU 
can own magnificent pictures of your favorite wrestlers. These photos were 
seen EXCLUSIVELY in our magazines, the best-selling, most-respected 
wrestling publications in the world. 

Prior to this fantastic offer, you could not buy these photos FOR ANY PRICE. 
But now, because of popular demand, we are offering TWO exciting picture 
packets. Each packet contains ten different award-winning photographs. 

Here’s what you get: Photo Packet #1 features ten of the most honored 
wrestling action shots of all time. Photo Packet #2 contains the finest posed 
portraits ever taken of wrestling’s top ten superstars. Remember, each photo 
was chosen with exacting care from the Victory Sports Series files—by far the 
largest wrestling files in the world! 
and help such a country as fom large photo (5"” mee) is printed on Searcy; igh gloss, heavy stock. Sure 

A ‘ to bring you a lifetime of enjoyment, you can trade ‘em, collect ‘em, or use ‘em 
Russia, Cuba, sa Vietnam. Go to decorate your room or den. As supplies are limited, and we are expecting a 
back to Russia, Cyba, or | fast sell out, avoid disappointment and order your picture packets today! 


Vietnam, but get out of America. TS -) WHAT YOU 


Your cutting down Verne 
Gagne has hurt the people of RECEIVE: 


the American government. 






Shocket’s criticism of men like Verne 
Gagne brought him an unsigned hate 
letter from Minneapolis. 


Dear Mr. Bullyneck Shocket, 
Your liking rulebreakers 

means you can turn on -your 

own country in a time of war 





$5 Per Packet Per Packet $5 | 


Verne and Mad Dog Vachon 
are the AWA tag team 
champions. Maybe, Mr. 
Shocket, an old folks home in 
Cuba, Vietnam, or the U.S,S.R. 
would be the best place for you 
to live. 

Mr. X 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Dear Mr. X, 

It’s always nice to hear froma 
blithering idiot who doesn’t 
have the courage to sign his 
name. Anonymous hate mail 
doesn’t seem very American to 
me, buddy. Real Americans 
aren't afraid to take respon- 
sibility for their opinions. You 
are the one who is a traitor to 
your country and all she stands 
for. Shame. o 


PHOTO PACKET #1 
(Action Series) 
GRAHAM VS. SAMMARTINO 


(Portrait Series) 
MR. WRESTLING II 


ANDRE VS. TYLER IVAN PUTSKI 
PUTSKI VS. WOLFMAN BOB BACKLUND 
BRISCO VS. RACE SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 
SAMMARTINO VS. TANAKA BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
BACKLUND VS. VON RASCHKE CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW 
‘STRONGBOW EXECUTIONER JACK BRISCO 


VS. THE 
WRESTLING II VS. RACE 
MASCARAS VS. THE OUTLAW 
RHODES VS. KING CURTIS 


ANDRE THE GIANT 
DUSTY RHODES 
MIL MASCARAS 


TV. br Re INC. 


BOX 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 ONLY $6 PER PACKET 
CO ACTION SERIES Cl PORTRAIT SERIES 
Please rush me picture Please rush me picture 
packets | have checked above. packets | have checked above. 


1 AM ENCLOSING $5.00 FOR EACH PACKET | AM ORDERING. 
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SUBSCRIPTION AD ON PAGE 19 


Are you a 
subscriber? 
OU’LL BE GLAD YOU DID 
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DO YOURSELF A FAVOR AND FILL OUT THE 
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RINGSIDE 


(Continued from Page 12) 


This is the Masked Avenger. The mysterious masked man is currently 
negotiating to wrestle in several midwestern areas. He is a man to be feared by 
opponents everywhere and has a new and devastating hold that can cripple! 


Paul Jones and Baron Von 
Raschke have regained their 
NWA tag team championship 
from Ric Flair and Blackjack 
Mulligan. 

“We had no doubts we 
could win it back,” boasts 
Jones. “It was a breeze.” 

“How could we not beat a 
combination of losers like 
Flair and Mulligan,” Von 
Raschke adds. 

Pacific Coast champion 
Stan Stasiak had his hands 
full with a challenger from 
New Zealand, Crazy” Butch 
Miller. “I had heard about this 
nut for quite some time," says 
Stasiak, “but | didn’t realize 
how off the wall he really 
was.’’ Stasiak needed 
assitance from friend Dutch 


Savage when Miller called in 
some extra help, his friend 
Luke Williams, to help 
doubleteam Stan. The wild 
melee was finally halted by 
special police, 

Bobby Duncum is looking 
for a match against WWF 
champion Bob Backlund. 
““Look, | gave Bruno 
Sammartino his toughest 
bouts when he was cham- 
pion,” Duncum claims, ‘‘and 
now | intend to do the same to 
Backlund. This time, though, | 
will win the belt.’ Negotiations 
are underway to sign a match 
between the two. 

Kansas fans may get a 
chance to see the, mysterious 
Masked Avenger in the very 
near future. The masked man 

















has come up witha hold many 
consider the most devastating 
weapon in the sport. It can 
snap a man's backbone within 
seconds! 

Rick Steamboat may be 
looking to leave the _mid- 
Atlantic region in the very 
near future. The youngster 
says he needs a change of 
scenery and some new 
competition. 

Joyce Grable and Vicki 
Williams have taken the 
women’s tag team champion- 
ship from the duo of Judy 
Martin and Lei Lani Kai. Joyce 
and Vicki have held the belts 
numerous times over the 
years, but this time they plan 
on keeping it. 

Bruno Sammartino got his 
revenge on Nikolai Volkoff for 
the Russian’s unprovoked 
attack on Bruno during a 
television interview. Bruno 
thrashed the huge Volkoff 
with a chair in perhaps 
Bruno's dirtiest match to date. 

The rumors are flying that 
Chief Jay Strongbow is about 
to become a full fledged 
rulebreaker! The Chief has 
been bringing chairs into the 
ring during his matches and 
going berserk. 

“He tried to kill me with a 
chair and the press table!’ 
exclaims Johnny Rodz, an 
opponent of Strongbow’s ona 
recent television match. “The 
guy is nuts!" The Chief says 
he is sick and tired of being a 
nice guy and getting injured 
by rulebreakers tactics. Who 
knows, we may witness 
Strongbow going the route of 
his former friends Peter 
Maivia, Spiros Arion, and 
Jimmy Valiant. | sure 
hope not! 

See you next time! 
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We'll Pay You $3,000.00 For A 1943 
Copper Penny Like This One 
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INTRODUCING _.. THE MOST SIMPLE SOLUTION 
TO PICK UNEXPECTED LONGSHOTS 
START WITH ALITTLE .. END UP WITH A BUNDLE 
MAILTO. MURRAY © CORBIN IT 
‘535 Fin Av. WY, HAY. 10017 
lacing your Bets are the Most Unusual in 
je boast. I's a fact? 













FOR CERTAIN COINS WE PAY UP TO: pera 
Gold Coins Before 1939 

Nickels Before 1969 

Silver Dollars Before 1964 
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Halt Dollars Betore 1967 800. | 
Pennies Before 1970 800. | 





This $50 Offer for Only $15. Enclose Check] Money Order (] 
Dear Mr. Corbin, 
Please Rush me your 50 Sensational Winning Strategies for 
money at the races 





Dimes Betore 1966 

Quarters Belore 1967 

Halt Cents Before 1910 
Lincoin Pennies Before 1973 


‘Slop spending valuable coins worth hundreds of 
dollars. New 1979 catalogue with NEW HIGHER 
PRICES, lists hundreds of coins we want to 
and gives the price range we will pay for th 
United States Coins. Certain half cent coins 
worth up to $3,500.00 tor C: Coins. Our : 
valuable Coin Book may reward you many ; 
thousands of dollars. Coins do not be ol 
to be valuable. Thousands of dollars 
paid for coins 

ow you loo can learn the 
lovaligere come te sendin 
new 1979 catalogue. A fort 
for you, Millions of Dollars 
rare coins. Send your order for this v 
catalogue now. Hold on to your coins until you 
‘obtain our catalogue. Send $2.00 plus 50¢ postage | 

‘end handling for 1979 Coin Catalogue to: 
Best Values Co., Dept. D351 
a1t? Amherst St, Grange, Nt 07018 
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Best Values af Co poet D351 

180 Amherst St, E 4. O78 
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KNUCKLE BUCKLE Dat ere range you wil pay for United States. f 
Coins listed in the catalogue. | enclose $2.00 

Real Macho — Full size replica of the Knuckle 1 50¢ postage and handling, ! 
Duster used in defense when men were MEN in the I 1 
Gold Rush days of old San Francisco. Hand cast and NAME 5 I 
finished in rugged “Belgian Bronze”. A wonderful 

masculine way to buckle your belt. Not intended for J Ad0ness I 
any other use. (Dangerous if misused.) Fits 1'% to Lory i] 
14" belts. Not available in New York State Ta sousMoney wit Be PB Yel SEE I 
‘Send $5.95 plus 75¢ for postage and handling to: whos ele ete i c oo J 











KNUCKLE BUCKLE, deot.26423 
14 SUFFOLK STREET 
FREEPORT, N.Y. 11520 
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THE MORE YOU ORDER THE MORE YOUR SAVE 
Choose From One of These Special Offers 


#1: Any 1 magazine (your choice) for $2.00 


MORGENSTEIN 
REPORT 


(Continued from Page 14) 







STRANGE SAGA OF 
GEORGE STEELE 


Like a maladjusted gypsy, 
George “The Animal” Steele 
roams the arenas of America, 
searching for a home. Or is the 
home searching for him? 
Steele made a brief, albeit 
successful appearance in Los 
Angeles. Fans attended the 
matches out of a mixture of 








































Box 48 Offer #2: Any 2 magazines (your choice) for $3.00 
Rockville Centre, NY Offer #3: Any 3 magazines (your choice) for $4.00 horror and curiosity. But Steele 
41571 Offer #4: Any 4 magazines (your choice) for $5.00 didn’t stay. Sources in both Los 


Offer #5: Any 10 magazines (your choice) for $1 0.00 





Angeles and the WWF, scene 
of earlier Steele escapades, 
intimate that The Animal's 
mental condition has deteri- 
orated to an alarming, possibly 
dangerous level. 






| choose offer #. and enclose S$. to order books checked above. 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
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DO NOT USE OLD ORDER FORMS 
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DO NOT ORDER ANY ISSUE NOT LISTED 














ANOTHER 
AREA RUINED 


A reporter can only conceal 
his prejudices for so long. 
We're human and occasionally 
our distaste for a man or ideal 
spills into our stories. This 
preface was necessary for all 
fans who think | might be 
impartial when it comes to 
Bobby Heenan. | don’t like 
Heenan. | don’t like what he 
stands for. I'm not alone in this 
assessment, merely one of the 
point men in the crusade 


against Heenan. Unfortunately, 
Heenan has been practicing his 
peculiar brand of evil in 
Georgia. He’s already lured 
Blackjack Lanza and the 
Masked Superstar into his 
stable. But Georgia fans can 
take comfort. Mr. Wrestling II, 
Tim “Mr. Wrestling’’ Woods, 
and Tommy Rich are among the 
men Heenan must dispose of. 
Not in this lifetime, jack! Oo 





* 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN 15 VEARS 


All the back issues of the ORIGINAL 


WRESTLING REVUE listed for sale in this advertisement were edited 
and published by Stanley Weston, who founded Wrestling Revue in 1959 
and sold his interests in the magazine in 1964. These extremely rare back 
jssues have not been available to the public in almost 15 years, although 
many have been sold by private collectors for as much as 75 dollars per 
copy. This is a rare opportunity for those of you who collect and treasure 
truly fine wrestling magazines of great historic importance, ata price you 

can afford. Most of these issues contain magnificent, full color pin up 
portraits of the world’s greatest wrestlers, some of whom are still active. 
The supply of these collector's treasures is very limited, so order today and 

avoid disappointment. 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDS WILL BE MADE. 


WRESTLING REVUE 

SPRING 1961 |] JUNE 1962 

[] FALL 1961 (] AUGUST 1962 

[] WINTER 1961 DECEMBER 1962 
L) DECEMBER 1961 [] AUGUST 1963 

C] FEBRUARY 1962 _] DECEMBER 1963 
APRIL 1962 FEBRUARY 1964 
SEND To: APRIL 1964 


T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


Please rush me the issues of WRESTLING REVUE | have 
checked. | am enclosing $5.00 for EACH copy. 
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ON ASSIGNMENT 


(Continued trom Page 18) 





Pat Patterson frequently uses the figure-four leglock as his finishing hold. This 
dangerous maneuver has put several wrestlers out of action for weeks. 


people. They ever hear of anew 
invention? It’s called soap. 
Everyone here smells like belly- 
button lint.” 

Speaking infrequently, we 
hurriedly walked to Central 
Park. Again, Patterson's 
attitude was negative. 

“Central Park? What the hell 
we goin’ to Central Park for? To 
get mugged? Nothin’ but New 
York City types there. Probably 
a bunch of them running 
around with knives and wooden 
sticks. If anybody touches me, 
I'll sue. | swear, I'll sue this 
crummy city!” 

While we were sitting on a 
bench in the Park, | was forced 
to watch Patterson continually 
make grotesque faces as if he 
were about to vomit. Then an 
incident occurred that 


54 


solidified my nasty feelings 
about the WWF's top contender. 

A little girl, about nine years 
old, recognized Patterson from 
a distance and rushed over to 
where we were sitting. 
Screaming Patterson's name 
the whole way, the girl finally 
reached us. Out of breath, she 
nervously asked for Patterson's 
autograph. 

“You have anything | can 
write on?” he responded, 
apparently with sincere 
intentions. The girl had no 
pieces of paper with her. But 
she pulled a dollar bill out of 
one of her socks, and hesitantly 
handed it to Patterson. She 
valued his autograph enough to 
sacrifice her only dollar. 

Patterson pulled a pen out of 
his pocket and signed the dollar 





i Lae See as 


bill. But then suddenly, he 
ripped the dollar in several 
pieces and threw them in the 
air. He laughed hideously as the 
steady breeze carried the little 
green pieces across the park. 

The little girl, shocked and 
frightened, did not cry. Instead, 
she ran as fast as she could. 
And she never looked back. She 
did not understand the devil 
that is Pat Patterson. | hope she 
never will. 

| left Patterson on the bench. 
He was still laughing. | hope he 
got lost. And | hope he asked a 
policeman for ‘directions. And | 
hope the policeman laughed 
right in Patterson's face, the 
ugliest face in wrestling. 

God bless my city, Pat 
Patterson. | hope you drown 
in it! o 










































































BEST BY 


Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, Fl. 39578 
MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 


NEW EXERCISER for hands_and arms, $2.95. 
MarKen, Box 3267, Bryan, Tx. 7780) 


UNLEASH Creativity’ Tape-Creatometer, $10.95. 
Box 119(MM), Warmsprings, Va. 24484 


BELT Buckles, coins, jewelry. Catalog free. Cole, 
Dept. 404, Box 7631, Pine Blut T1601 


HANDY Will Form $2.08 each. Box 634, Fi. Wayne, 
Jn. 46801 


a 
ee _______ 
LOANS BY MAIL 
‘GET PERSONAL or Business Loans by mall, Loan 
application and information $1.00. Write: Adams, 

200-T Oriental, Waco, Tx. 76710 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
ess OPPORTUNITIES ___ 
REAL Estate Apprai ‘antastic profits! “Free 
Report jox 3247(MM), Hayward, Ca, 94544 





























MILLIONS in maill Free delails! Fiey, Box 
Nankin, Oh. 44848 piel! E 
PIANO tuning learned at home! Be independent! 
Free information. Empire School, Miami, 33145 











EC Land for your vacation or all-season 
home. Free information write: Calumet” Estates, 
Dept. V, Grand Calumet, Quebec, JOX 1J0 

z MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 

ee ONE YMAKING OPPORTUNITIES ___ 
GET MONEY, job you want almost “overnight” 
Olympic, 609 9. Center, Dept. MM, Orange. N. 
EARN extra income! No exi 

Box 1641, Gainesville, Fl. 3: 
HOMEWORKER: 

















Investors. Stamps, Gold, Dia- 
monds, Foreign Banknotes, High profits, free sup- 
plies, Loans. Write: COA, POB $225, Tacoma, Wa. 





EASY $2000/monih ri letters. Cashkings, 
Box 485(A), Randolph, Ma. 02368 
PERSONAL - MISCELLANEOUS 

NORTHERN Men's Souna, 137-08 Northern Blvd, 
Flushing, N.Y. 11354, Open $ pm, closed 3 am. 359-9617 
BLACKJACK, Crap, Roulette. Sensational new com- 
Puler tested. $10.00, International Casino. Enter: 
rise, Box 979(MM), Huntington, N.Y, 11749 
RACETRACK Fans! Pick the winners! Use numer. 
gloay, Details tree! Harrison, Box 669(8), Burbank, 
a. 9150 











PICK locks, bugalng:fools, Instructions, Much marei 


Figs (cetunaasel NEEL Bax Gite Ananth, See 
nterest-Free Loans 


Personal or business, any amount up 
to $10,000. No credit check, no co- 
signers, No collateral required. No 
pay-back for at least 2 years. Fast re- 
ply by return mail. Rush $2. cash to: 
C&C Associates, P.O. Box 161170, 
Memphis, Tennessee 38116. 
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Build big muscles in just a few 
weeks, Gain up to '% inch 
daily: Increase strength. Gain 
weight. Turn fat into muscle 
For details, send 35¢ (guaran 
teed) 10 

Muscle Builders, Dept. 11880 
[Box3 2307. Louisville.Ky. 40232} 
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AMERICAN 
LUNG 
ASSOCIATION 


The “Christmas Sea! = 
We care about every breath you take 
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BOB BACKLUND 


(Continued from Page 25) 


can't see Bobby holding it that 
long. If course you cannot say 
how long he will hold the title 
He's. young, which is a 
tremendous advantage with all 
the traveling required of the 
champ. He's got great stamina 
And most important, he gets up 
for every opponent. 
“Nobody will 


ever beat 


Backlund because Bob is not 
prepared, physically or mentally 





Pat Patterson has been Backlund’s 
toughest foe. Above: Bob bends back 
Patterson's wrist. Below: Backlund 
battles Nick Bockwinkel to a draw in 
a battle of champions. 














for a match. But he is only human, 
and sooner or later will be beaten 
in the ring. Anybody could. How 
long will he hold on? Your guess 
is certainly as good as mine.” 
Captain Lou Albano says he 
doesn't have to guess. He knows 
exactly when Backlund will lose. 
“When the referees decide to be 
impartial,” he growled. “They 
protect Backlund like he was 
their own kid. One day soon, 
even the refs won't be able to 
protect him. Either that or they'll 
ask themselves what is the point 
of protecting a nobody. It 
happened to Bruno Sam- 
martino. My man Ivan Koloff 
beat him in the middle of 
Madison Square Garden. It will 
happen to Backlund—and soon.” 
Bruno remembers that night 
in 1971 as well as he 
remembers winning the 
championship. “The crowd was 
stunned because they had 
grown accustomed to me 
winning. They expected it,”’ he 
said. “They were hurt by the 
loss, but | felt that | had nothing 














to be ashamed of. | defended the 
belt far longer than anybody 
expected. | was very proud to 
hold it that long, but | would have 
been very proud to hold it half 
as long. 

“Bobby may not hold the belt 
eight years. But even if he loses 
it tomorrow, he could hold his 
head up high and say, ‘I did 
my best.’” 

Bob Backlund knows he is not 
reliving Bruno Sammartino’s 
wrestling career. That burden 





Backlund enters Madison Square 
Garden where month after month he 
meets the top WWF contenders. 


.should not fall on anyone's 
shoulders. He’s got his own 
career, his own life. “Over the 
last year and a half I've 
accomplished a lot. I've beaten 
some of the best wrestlers in the 
world, I've made thousands of 
friends, and I've learned how 
wonderful the fans can be. But 
the most important thing to me 
is that | have found out wholam. 
| know what Bob Backlund is all 
about and nobody is going to 
tell me what my dreams and 
aspirations should be.” 

In all likelihood, Backlund will 
top Sammartino’s champion- 
ship record. But that record was 
for Sammartino. No matter what, 
Bob Backlund will be happy with 
Bob Backlund. And that's a little 
longer lasting than a diamond- 
studded belt. a 
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Envair Fibre Mats provide a clean, elegant, 
sporty look to all cars (available for every make 
model, and year of U.S. or Imported automo: 
biles). These beautiful deluxe 

made for your car {rom the tin 

matting. They feature a heavy-duty heel pad on 
the driver's side, and are edged with rugged 
color-coordinated viny! 


Envair Fibre Mats have more than great looks 
Unlike everyday vinyl floor mats they are highly 
absorbent, eliminating puddles underfoot, This 
helps prevent rust and mildew, 

noise, and they always took cl 

scuffs, ground in dirt marks, Enji 

ury in your choice of sharp int 
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AVAILABLE 
FOR THE FIRST TIME 
IN 15 YEARS 


THE ORIGINAL 


BOXING \ WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED\ NEWS 


ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the original BOXING ILLUSTRATED-WRESTLING 
NEWS listed for sale in this ad were edited and published by Stanley 
Weston, who founded the magazine in 1958 and sold his interests in 1964 
Each issue contains an exciting wrestling section, cram-packed with 
thrilling photos and, award-winning stories. No wrestling fan can call his 
magazine collection complete without these back issue treasures: 
Remember, these back issues have not been available to the public for over 
15 years, although many have been sold by private collectors for as much 
as $75 a copy. Naturally, the supply is limited, so order today and avoid 
disappointment. 

ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 


BOXING ILLUSTRATED — — 
WRESTLING NEWS 


0 Feb.1959 © Aug. 1959 CO July 1962 



























O Mar. 1959 C Sept. 1959 0 Aug. 1962 ( Oct. 1963 

D April 1959 O July 1961 © Nov.1962 O Nov. 1963 

O May 1959 (i Mar.1962 (© Dec. 1962 © Jan. 1964 

© June 1959 0 April 1962 © Jan. 1963 OC Feb. 1964 
© Feb. 1963 © Mar. 1964 

SEND TO: O June 1963 © May 1964 

T.V. SPORTS 0 July 1963 0 July 1964 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 

11571 





Please rush me the issues of BOXING ILLUSTRATED/ 
WRESTLING NEWS | have checked. lam enclosing $5.00 
for each copy. 

AE eerie 
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STRONGBOW 
CONTEST 


(Continued from Page 29) 


But look at the motivation! The 
chance to win a prize like 
Strongbow’s headdress is 
compelling. No one wants to 
botch that opportunity 

Many fans submitted short 
memos explaining why they 
wanted the headdress, though 
this was not a requirement of 
the contest. For example, Rita 
Page of Quincy, Mass., said, 
“Jay Strongbow, has always 
been my favorite and I'd love to 
win his headdress.’ Or Steven 
LeDoux of Tampa, Florida, who 
wrote, “'I’d be the envy of every 
guy on the block.’’ 


Chief Jay Strongbow is proud to offer 
one of his headdresses as a prize. “My 
fans," he said, “are the greatest in 
the world.” 


Perhaps Sylvia Epstein of 
Brooklyn, New York encapsulated 
the sentiments of the contest 
when she wrote us“... it would 
be the greatest honor of my life 
to win the Chief's headdress.”’ 

Strongbow made. a_ polite 
inquiry into the status of the 


contest and was pleasantly 
surprised. 
“My fans,” Strongbow said. 
“They're the greatest fans 
around.” 


The winner of the “Win Chief 
Jay Strongbow’s Headdress’’ 
contest will be announced in the 
March issue of PRO WRESTLING 
!LLUSTRATED, on sale Dec, 18.0 

















































































































RICK STEAMBOAT REVEALED 


(Continued trom Page 41) 


en | 
Charming, yet savage. Powerful, 
yet sensitive. 

Certainly a personality which 
would attract considerable fan 
appeal, as Steamboat has. 
However, it is also the sort of 
personality which would absorb 
too much conflicting emotions. 

“| take every match home with 
me,” Steamboat admitted. “I 
can’t work the match out of my 
system. I'll go over every single 
moment, relive every thing | did 
and criticize myself for the 
moves | didn’t make. 

“T envy wrestlers who can 
shrug off the bout the minute 
they step out of the arena. I’m 
too intense, Every match is too 
important to me. I’ve got a lot of 
people who look up to me and 
respect me. | can’t let them down 
and ruin the image of Steamboat. 
Nor, | guess, can | ruin my own 
self-image.” 

Deep within Rick Steamboat, a 
tight ball of self-control adheses 
all the conflicting emotions 
together. But no one can 
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Above: Steamboat finds some 
relaxation by reading his favorite 
magazine, PRO WRESTLING ILLUS. 
TRATED. Below: Rick asks the faris’ 
suppart before battering Ernie Ladd. 


maintain the kind of self-control 

a contender needs all the time. 
Seams pull apart. Like the 

disqualification. 





“l'm the first to admit I’ve gota 
helluva temper,” Steamboat said 
with a wry grin. “What people 
don’t realize is that the 
provoking incident is not always 
what happens in that very match, 
but something that may have 
happened a week ago. 

“Tl be thinking and worrying 
about it. My opponent may pull 
some cheap stunt which will be 
like the spark. But I've already got 
the whole stick of dynamite built 
inside me long before this bout. 
Then | go blooey and blow my 
cool, That gives me yet another 
reason to berate myself after that 
match. And that builds another 
powderkeg inside me for 
another match and it goes on 
and on,” Steamboat’s voice was 
strained, his hands twisting intoa 
stiff ball. 

“At some point | have to stop 
the whole damn process, 
somewhere down the line | must 
learn to relax and forget it all. | 
can’t. I, | want to be champion 
awfully bad. And my fans believe 
in me. And every nut and his 
brother wants to blast my face 
into a million little pieces. And 
I've got my family rep to uphold. 
It adds up,”’ Steamboat managed 
a weak, humorless grin, 

“Damned if | know what to do 
about everything,” Rick said, 
shrugging. “This is a murderous 
business. The pressure can be 
unbearable. It grows worse 
when you add onto it yourself, 
like | do, That's just the way lam. 
| can’t change me without 
undoing the whole personality. 

“I hope | can control my 
temper before the pressure 
buries me,” Steamboat said, his 
fingers loose. That lasted a brief 
second, Suddenly, his fingers 
grabbed each other and 
clutched and pulled ragefully. 

Rick Steamboat sighed and 
went into the arena. o 
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The Only Back Issue Of 
The Famous WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED Still Available! 


WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, 
the 1965 classic wrestling maga- 
zine, is one of the most highly 
sought after collector's items. 
But if you act immediately, you 
can STILL buy a few of its best 
and most classic issues! There is 
only a limited supply available, 
and those are going quickly. THE 
GIANT POSTER PIN-UP PIC- 
TURES IN FULLCOLOR are just 
one of the many greatattractions 
of WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. 





Pinups are listed 
under each issue. 









Jan/65 Feb/65 
BRUNO SAMMARTINO — PEPPER GOMEZ 








March/65 
ARGENTINA APOLLO 

Each copy of WRESTLING IL- 

LUSTRATED will soon increase 

in value by up to $10. Buying a 

copy of this classic magazine 

now is a golden investment. You 

can’t go wrong, so order now! 

NOW ONLY $2 EACH 

T.V. SPORTS, INC. 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


| Please rush me the back issues of WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED! have checked below. | am 
| enclosing $2 for each issue. 








OD January 1965 C February 1965 
March 1965 


NAME 


ADDRESS 








































NICK BOCKWINKEL 


(Continued from Page 43) 





A Ray Stevens-Mad Dog Vachon matchup is always a rugged affair. The two 
lack that intensity, however, when they wrestle Bockwinkel. Above: Stevens 
whips Mad Dog into the turnbuckle. Below left: Vachon chokes Stevens on the 
ring apron. Below right: After battling outside the ring, Vachon attempts to beat 
the referee’s count. 





“Me and Pat Patterson made up a “I got somethin’ to prove about 
gentleman’s bet to see whowillwin myself,” Vachon said irritatedly. “I 
a world title first. | wouldn’t want don’t like hearin’ garbage how 
Patterson to call up gloatin’ about Verne Gagne made me. What a 
how he just whipped Backlundand joke! Gagne begged me to be his 
me still strugglin’ to obliterate partner. Begged me. But what’s 
Bockwinkel.” that got to do with the price of 
Vachon is also determined in his beans on the open market?” 
title quest. “Bockwinkel is a punk who 
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doesn’t deserve to wear the belt. 
Soon enough, I'll show everyone 
why,” Vachon threatened. 

Obviously, their desire is there. 
Still, they are mere shells when 
they climb into the ring with 
Bockwinkel. ‘Both Vachon and 
Stevens are tough, talented 
grapplers. They are ambitious, 
almost arrogant. Yet they fail, 
repeatedly, in title bouts against 
Bockwinkel to demonstrate 
their skills. 

Onceagain, withemphasis,why? 

Perhaps the answer lies not in 
the contenders but in the star. In 
this case, champion Nick 
Bockwinkel. 

Nick Bockwinkel is one 
impressive talent. Go beyond his 
physical skills to discern the 
reason for Vachon’s and Stevens’ 





failures. Bockwinkel has an 
unerring capacity to unnerve 
his foes. 


Call it intimidation.’ Psyching 
out. Illusions. Whatever the name, 
Bockwinkel makes an opponent 
think about other things except 
the match. 

I don’t know how he does it, but 
he can throw your entire rhythm 
off,” said Jim Brunzell. 

“Pll concede that he has other 
abilities, such as they are, beyond 
maneuvers and the like,” said 
former AWA champion Verne 
Gagne. 

From ringside, it is difficult to 
fully comprehend the depth of 
complexity of Nick Bockwinkel’s 
strategy, He manages to integrate 
the simplest tactics witha cunning, 
intellectual quickness unseen in 
many years, 

“T know how to be champion,” 
Bockwinkel says. “These goons off 
the street don’t know the first thing 
about contending for a title. They 
don’t know how to wrestle. It 
comes down to that. 

“Vachon and Stevens come 
charging out like bulls in a china 
shop and think that’s the way to 
beat Bockwinkel. It’s not. But I 
won't tell you how to do it,” 
Bockwinkel said, chuckling. 0 












THE ONLY OFFICIAL 
SOUVENIR 


PROGRAM 
Of The 


MUHAMMAD ALI- 
GEORGE FOREMAN | 
SUPERFIGHT 


NOW AVAILABLE TO READERS 
OF THIS MAGAZINE FOR 


ONLY $3 PER COPY 


PRINTED ON EXTRA HEAVY GLOSSY STOCK, WITH MANY FULL 
PAGES OF DAZZLING COLOR PICTURES PERFECT FOR FRAMING 
TO DECORATE YOUR DEN OR PRIVATE HIDEAWAY. THE COLOR 
PICTURES ALONE ARE WORTH MANY TIMES THE $3 FOR WHICH 





*Eight Full Page Color Pictures 

"Intimate Biographies Of Ali and Foreman 

*A Special Boxing Hall Of Fame Section 

*Complete Records and Measurements 

*An Exciting Boxing Quiz 

*Action Profiles, Features And Predictions Of Things To Come 


The Only Place You Could Possibly Have Bought This Historic 
Collector's Item Before This Momentous Offer Was At One Of The 
Theaters Where The Closed Circuit Telecast Of The Fight Was 
Shown—Or At The Fight Itself! And It Would Have Cost You More 
Than The $3 We Are Offering It To You For Now! No Real Boxing 
Pan Can Afford To Miss This Special Offer. Already A Collector's 
Item, This Valuable Program Will Increase Greatly In Value As 
The Years Pass. 


REMEMBER, THE SUPPLY OF THESE FABULOUS SOU- 


VENIR PROGRAMS IS LIMITED. SO DON’T MISS OUT ON 
THIS OFFER. ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 


| Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Rush me copy (copies) of the Ali-Foreman 

| Souvenir Program. | am enclosing $3 for EACH copy | 
| have ordered, that includes all shipping costs. Mail to: | 

| YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 


ee SRS 


ONLY ‘3 | 
PER COPY 
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LANZA & HEENAN 


I've interviewed Heenan before. 
He wasn’t exactly friendly, but he 
certainly didn’t snap at me like 
that. Next, it was time to talk to 
Lanza. 

Lanza and I had never met. 
When I arrived, he shook my hand 
and told me that Heenan had 
called to say | would probably be 
arriving shortly. I asked him the 
same question I had asked Heenan 
He was courteous but evasive. 
“Stu,” he said, “I realize you are 
just trying to do your job, but I'd 
rather not talk to the press at 
this time.” 

I did not go all the way to 
Atlanta to receive a“no comment.” 
Especially when the “no comment” 
sounded very much like a cover- 
up. I didn’t want to, but I had to 
press him further. I had to ask him 
about the clawhold incident, 

When I did, Lanza sat and 
Starred at me in silence. He finally 
spoke. “Stu, for the record I’m 
going to have to deny that.” 

Blackjack stood and opened the 
door for me. I could take a hint. I 
thanked him but told him that I 
would have to continue my 
investigation. “You have to do 
what you have to do,” he said. 

I tracked down Masked 
Superstar and Killer Kox, both 
members of Heenan’s stable. Both 
had no comment. Neither seemed 
surprised to see me. 

My first investigation for PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
wasn't getting me very far and I 
was ready to call my editor to tell 
him so, Just as I was about to reach 
for the phone, it rang. The caller 
was Tommy Rich. “Stu,” he said. 
“T understand you are investigating 
the Heenan/ Lanza affair. I think I 
could be of some help. 

“Great, Tommy, 
you know?” 

“Well, I was in North Carolina 
over the weekend and, believe it or 
not, I thought I saw Lanza 
and Blackjack Mulligan eating 


what do 


(Continued from Page 45) 





Above: Jose Lothario pulls Blackjack Lanza out of his corner despite the efforts 





of Blackjack Mulligan. Is it possible that The Blackjacks will be getting back 
together soon? And how would the fans react to the combination? Below: 


Lanza attacks a stunned Jim Brunzell. 





together in a diner. They looked 
real friendly. Make of that what 
you will.” 

It was not difficult to speculate, 
Blackjack Lanza, Blackjack 
Mulligan, and Bobby Heenan were 
a partnership until very recently. 
Mulligan has since become a fan 
favorite in the Carolinas. It is 
commonly known that Mulligan 
and Heenan are not on speaking 


terms. If Rich is right, Mulligan 
and Lanza still are. What was the 
. basis of their meeting? Will they 
finally talk to me or will we see the 


result of their conversation in 
the ring. 

I never did call my editor. At this 
writing, I am still in Atlanta, It’s a 
nice city. I’m getting used to it. I 
might as well. I could be here for a 
while. 0 

















better than one of our scalps dangling from their trunks. They 




















WHAT THEY ARE SAVING 


(Continued from Page 37) 


DUSTY RHODES 








“When I'd imagine what it would be like to win a title, hell, Inever 
imagined it would feel that good. It was, well, like waves of ecstasy 
sweeping over me. I'd be whistling and laughing and feeling 
like | was a million feet tall.’ 


KEVIN VON ERICH 


“Some guys lie in wait for one of the Von Erichs. They'd like nothing 


won't get the satisfaction. Me and David are two tough dudes. And 
we can thank the creeps for toughening us.’ 


“Can't say I'm especially pleased with the dudes who are comin’ 
into wrestling lately. Don't see the hell-fire types much anymore, 
Oh, there are a few, but they're so bent | wouldn't recommend them 
as much of anything. Like Bruiser Brodie.” 


EDDY FLOSS a ae oer re 


“I must be gorgeous ‘cause my mirror says so. Really, I’m lucky to 
have both looks and talent in one lovely package. That's why 
guys hate me. They're jealous. Who can blame ‘em? If ugly-puss 
Race had half my looks, he’d be lucky. But he don’t.” 








IVAN PUTSKI 





